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Between 2010 and 2017, Canadian seri-
al killer Bruce McArthur murdered eight 
men, targeting those in and around To-
ronto’s Church and Wellesley village be-
fore being apprehended by police. The 
case drew considerable media attention 
not only for the grisly nature of McAr-
thur’s crimes and the marginalized (and 
often racialized) identities of the victims, 

but for police misconduct — ignoring the 
LGBTQ+ community’s very vocal con-
cerns about the missing men and deny-
ing that a serial killer was operating in 
their midst, despite mounting evidence 
to the contrary.

Justin Ling’s Missing from the Village 
is the first book to tackle McArthur’s 
crimes and their aftermath, and it does so 

thoughtfully. A former reporter for 
VICE and The Globe and Mail, Ling 
reported on the case for years, 
covering everything from the ini-
tial missing-person cases through 
to the eventual arrest of McArthur 
and the subsequent police inves-
tigation. This closeness keeps the 
book from feeling exploitative, 
and Ling can be commended for 
eschewing true-crime convention 
by refusing to explore motive, 
psychoanalyze McArthur, or focus 
in on the more lurid details of the 
murders.

Instead, the most successful 
sections of the book humanize 
McArthur’s victims, reconstructing 
their lives through research and 
interviews with family members 
and friends. Other chapters weave 
the police’s mishandling of the 
case into a larger systemic canvas, 

documenting the Toronto queer commu-
nity’s historical struggles with law enforce-
ment, and explaining how the deep fissure 
between these two groups allowed McAr-
thur to operate unnoticed for years. 

Less successful is the decision to use 
Ling’s own personal investigation as a 
larger framing structure to these stories, 
as these actions and reflections do not 
directly impact the outcomes of the in-
vestigation and are ultimately distracting. 
And, strangely, while Ling builds a pretty 
damning case of systemic discrimination 
by the Toronto Police, he pushes against 
the notion that police only took a vested 
interest in McArthur once a white victim 
went missing, claiming that the problems 
at the heart of the case are “more en-
demic” and “structural” than racism. He 
speaks to how the social capital of the vic-
tims and a lack of attention paid to these 
men by the larger queer community ulti-
mately informed police involvement, but 
glosses over the white supremacy that 
informs almost every aspect of the case. 
It’s a strange blind spot in an otherwise 
compelling argument.

Still, when taken as a whole, Miss-
ing from the Village offers up a well- 
researched and thoughtful portrait of a 
tragedy.  s
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